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MILANO — Halfway 

through their district 

schedule, the Thrall 

Tigerettes (14-12 over-

all, 6-0 District 27-2A) 

find themselves all 

alone atop the district 

standings following 

Friday’s 49-27 win over 

the Milano Lady Eagles 

(14-10, 5-1). 
CeCe Walker scored 

a game-high 17 points, 

and Ashlyn Jarosek 

added 13, and a strong 

defensive effort in the 

second half proved 

to be the difference. 

The Tigerettes held 

the Lady Eagles to five 

second-half points, and 

just one field goal, to 

secure the win. 

Walker had the hot 

hand early, scoring 

seven in the opening 

period. But, Milano 

dropped in a pair of 

three-point jumpers 

and was able to keep it 

close, trailing just 15-8 

after the opening stan-

za. Nevaeh Irvin added 

four points in the first 

quarter for Thrall, as 

well. 
Thrall struggled 

from the field in the 

second quarter, hit-

ting just 25% from the 

field, while the Lady 

Eagles hit seven of 14 

shots from the field. 

The 14-9 scoring edge 

allowed Milano to pull 

within two, at 24-22, 

by the half. 
In the second half, 

as has been the case 

in many of their 

games this season, the 

Tigerettes’ defense 

completely shut down 

the Lady Eagles. 

Milano managed a 

single point in the third 

quarter, and just four 

over the final eight 

minutes of the contest, 

while Walker scored 

10 points over the 

final two periods, and 

Jarosek added seven, to 

help the Tigerettes pull 

away. 
Thrall’s defense 

forced 27 Milano 

turnovers, resulting 

in 25 points for the 

Tigerettes. This has 

been a trademark 

of the Tigerettes all 

season. A swarming 

defense that forces 

opponents into numer-

ous turnovers. 

The win was big for 

the Tigerettes. They 

now lead the district 

race by a game over 

Milano, and three 

games over third-place 

Thorndale, with an 

open date on Tuesday. 

Milano and Thorndale 

will hook up in Milano 

Tuesday night in a 

critical game for both 

teams. The Lady Eagles 

took the first meeting 

36-26, but the Lady 

Dogs are currently rid-

ing a three-game win 

streak. Thorndale will 

host Thrall on Friday in 

another critical district 

match-up.
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BURNET — The Taylor 

High School girls varsity soc-

cer team continued its solid 

start to the 2024 season Jan. 

11-13 as the Lady Patos com-

peted over the weekend at a 

tournament hosted by Burnet 

High School. 
TAYLOR LADY 

PATOS 1, SALADO 

LADY EAGLES JV 0 

Taylor got its first win of 

the tournament last Thursday 

with a 1-0 win last Thursday 

over the Salado High School 

junior varsity squad. The Lady 

Patos got their lone goal of 

the afternoon from junior 

standout Kaleigh Woods and 

she was assisted by sophomore 

Avery Paulsen. 

TAYLOR LADY PATOS 

2, CONNALLY LADY 

COUGARS 2 (SHOOTOUT) 

In its most exciting match 

of the early season, the 

Lady Patos and Pflugerville 

Connally High School played 

back-and-forth and needed 

more than regulation to deter-

mine Friday’s 2-2 result. The 

Lady Patos pulled it off in the 

shootout as Taylor picked up 

yet another victory. Woods 

tallied another two goals 

for Taylor, while freshman 

Analise Arredondo assisted on 

both goals in the win over the 

Lady Cougars. 

TAYLOR LADY PATOS 

3, LAMPASAS LADY 

BADGERS 0

Taylor left no doubt Friday 

in its third match of the tour-

nament as the Lady Patos got 

a balanced scoring attack and 

played solid team defense in 

a 3-0 shutout win against the 

Lady Badgers of Lampasas 

High School. 
The Lady Patos got one 

goal apiece from Woods, 

Arredondo and sophomore 

Tessa Kopecky with one assist 

from Paulsen and another 

from sophomore Peyton 

Wamble. 
However, Taylor would fall 

to a very talented 5A Killeen 

Ellison High in the tourna-

ment semifinal as the Lady 

Patos were defeated 6-0. The 

Lady Eagles eventually won 

the Burnet tournament final 

1-0 over Canyon Amarillo 

High School. 

The Taylor girls varsity soc-

cer squad (4-4 overall record) 

under Head Coach Jose Flores 

will continue non-district play 

Friday, Jan. 19 at 5:30 p.m. 

as the Lady Patos are set to 

host their home opener versus 

Brownwood High School.

The Taylor High School girls varsity soccer team happily poses together Saturday, Jan. 13 after the Lady Patos’ 3-0 win over Lampasas High School at the Burnet Tournament.

Photo courtesy of Jose Flores

Lady Hippos 

throttle rival Weiss

ANDREW SALMI

andrew.salmi@granitemedia

partners.com

PFLUGERVILLE — The Hutto 

High School girls varsity basketball 

team under Head Coach Samantha 

Guerrero meant business Friday, Jan. 

12 as the Lady Hippos went on the 

road and put a 63-36 beatdown on 

6A-District 12 rival Pflugerville Weiss 

High School. 
The Lady Hippos got a balanced 

scoring attack from its trio of senior 

Charlize Williams, senior Alyssa 

Batton and sophomore Taylor Hicks 

all scoring in double figures for Hutto 

against Weiss. Williams led all scorers 

with a game-high 14 points, Batton 

added 12 points and Hicks had 11 

points of her own in the win over the 

Lady Wolves. 
It continues to be a very rough 

2023-24 season for the Weiss Lady 

Wolves as this squad is still in search 

of its first victory with an 0-21 overall 

record. 
The Lady Hippos (12-16 overall, 

4-2 district record) will remain on 

the road Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. against the 

Pantherettes of Waco Midway High 

School. Hutto remains locked in third 

place in the district standings behind 

Bryan High School and Midway. 

Hutto High School girls varsity basketball sophomore 

Taylor Hicks gets past a defender and drives to the 

hoop Jan. 9 during the Lady Hippos’ district home 

game versus Bryan High School. 
Photo by Larry Pelchat
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Thrall High School girls varsity basketball sophomore Cynthia Flournoy-Walker (12) puts up a shot Jan. 9 during the 

Tigerettes’ 64-27 district victory at home over Hearne High School. Photo by Andrew Salmi 
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HUTTO — It was 

the second straight 

tough 6A-District 12 

loss for the Hutto High 

School boys varsity 

basketball team as rival 

Pflugerville Weiss High 

School used a fourth-

quarter rally to upend 

the Hippos in Hutto 

52-45. 
Hutto got out to a 

20-10 lead after the 

first quarter, main-

tained a slight 28-27 

advantage at halftime 

and extended the lead 

to 40-35 at the end of 

the third quarter. 

Hippos junior Cylin 

Tate led the way with 

a team-high 16 points, 

five rebounds, three 

steals and one blocked 

shot against Weiss. 

Hutto senior Byron 

Piper had nine points 

and two rebounds, 

while fellow senior 

Zachary Hicks had 

eight points, seven 

rebounds, three steals 

and two assists. 

This was yet another 

heartbreaking loss for 

the Hippos who also 

fell Jan. 9 in a hard-

fought 54-51 overtime 

loss on the road against 

the Vikings of Bryan 

High School. 

Hutto (10-13 

overall, 2-3 district 

record) under Head 

Coach Gant Caraway 

will have another 

district home game 

Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

versus the Panthers 

of  Waco Midway High 

School. 

Hutto High School boys varsity basketball senior Byron Piper looks to 

make his next move Jan. 5 during the Hippos’ 67-55 district home victory 

over Copperas Cove High School. Photo by Larry Pelchat
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STAFF REPORTS news@taylorpress.net 
Taylor Independent School District’s board of trustees will have at least one new member next school year. 

Anita Volek, who has held Place 2 on the school board since 2006, announced 
Tuesday, Jan. 23 that she will not be seeking re-election. “It has been my pleasure and honor to serve the com-munity in this capacity for the past 18 years,” Volek said. “I have worked with some incredible board members, 

HUNTER DWORACZYKhunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

The Taylor City Council will hear public comments for two ordinances involving a special election for a char-ter amendment during its regular meeting Thursday, Jan. 25.
The city will introduce an ordinance that will put charter amendment proposi-tions from a resident’s now-

Trustee not 
seeking 

re-election 

Council to 
introduce 
charter 

ordinances

See VOLEK • page 2

See COUNCIL • page 2

Taylor boys basketball pulled off a thrilling victory at home. Read all about it on page 4.

Trustees decline chaplain counselors

Run rose to the occasion

HUNTER DWORACZYKhunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

Taylor Independent School District will not be participating in a state bill passed at the recent Texas Legislative session.
Senate Bill 763 allows public schools to employ or accept volunteer chaplains to provide support, services and pro-grams to students. The district’s school board unani-mously voted a resolution that states Taylor ISD does not permit a district campus to use chaplains to perform the role of counselors during its Jan. 22 meeting. Trustees voted for the resolu-

tion after it was recommended by dis-trict staff.
“Our rationale for that recommen-dation is that we currently do have a counselor to student staffing ratio and model that does allow our counselors that are trained in the world of educa-tion to address the needs of students both socially, emotionally and mental-ly,” said Clarissa Rodriguez, assistant superintendent of teaching and learn-ing.

SB 763 was passed in the Texas House of Representatives and Senate 

HUNTER DWORACZYKhunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

Eager runners braved 5K and 10K distances in Murphy Park during a race this weekend, despite the frigid weather.The 2024 Taylor Run for the Roses, hosted by the Taylor Garden Club, took place in freezing temperatures Saturday, Jan. 20.Although the weather was chilly, 62 runners participated in the event. The 5K race drew 38 runners, while 24 people braved the extra 10K distance.“The course was excellent,” runner Ghulam Khan said. “It 

was complicated, but the way it was organized was very nice. The volunteers were amazing and were very supportive.”Khan, a 55-year-old local psychiatrist, decided to run the race shirtless as a way of chal-lenging himself. He ran the 10K in 53 min-utes and 35 seconds, which was the eighth fastest time overall and the second fastest for his age group.
“It brings the best out of my mind,” he said.

Taylor Independent School District trustees unanimously approved a resolution that says the district will not allow its schools to employ chaplains as counselors during the Jan. 22 school board meeting. 

Photo by Hunter Dworaczyk

Runners who placed towards the top of their age group received a medal with a 
rose attached to it during the Taylor Garden Club Run for the Roses event Saturday, 
Jan. 20. 

Photo by Hunter Dworaczyk

See RUN • page 2

Want to keep up with Hutto ISD? Go to page 10 for district news.

Are you a fan of agriculture? Head to page 6 to get your farm fix.

See TISD • page 2

SERVING TAYLOR, GRANGER, THRALL, HUTTO, COUPLAND SINCE 1913

HECK OF A TIME

HUNTER DWORACZYKhunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

ATaylor 
Independent School District campus enjoyed a milestone this week.T. H. Johnson Elementary School invited former stu-dents and staff to return to its halls to celebrate the school’s 40th anniversary Monday, Jan. 22.The school was dedi-cated and opened in 1983, but organizers decided to host the festivities on what would have been the name-sake’s 123rd birthday. “We have such a rich heritage in Taylor, in Taylor 

School celebrates 40th anniversary

B. B. Sanchez, a longtime T. H. Johnson teacher, cuts the ribbon during the school’s 40th anniversary ceremony Monday, Jan. 22 

while current principal, Andy Basche, holds it. 

Photos by Hunter Dworaczyk

See CELEBRATE • page 2 Marco Ortiz (middle), Taylor Independent School District Board President, poses with 
honorary plaque with former trustees Frank Rivera Jr. (left) and S. R. Moses (right). 

Volek

TIM CROWtcrow@taylorisd.org The Taylor community is 
mourning the loss of a local 
TV personality.Carolyn Jackson, a 1944 

Taylor High School graduate, 
passed away Tuesday, Jan. 16 
at her home in Georgetown. 

Known as a pioneer in TV 
and radio, Jackson’s popu-
lar TV show, The Carolyn 
Jackson Show, aired on KTBC 

Channel 7 in Austin, and 
later KTVV Channel 36, now 
known as KXAN. “Every day at noon, the 

music for her show would 
start playing, and her pretty 
smile would appear on the 
screen,” said Jane Crow, who 
remembers watching Jackson 
on TV during the 1960s and 

www.TaylorPress.net SERVING TAYLOR, GRANGER, THRALL, HUTTO, COUPLAND SINCE 1913 • SATURDAY • JAN. 20 - SUNDAY • JAN. 21, 2024 vol. 111  issue  3
$1.00

Since 1984

Taylor 601 Mallard • 512-352-3016
optdesign2@gmail.com Remember to thank a Veteran and Serviceman every day!

INSIDE

Find the PlaceThat Makes YouFeel Right at Home

Christina EckhardtECKHARDT REAL ESTATE512-786-9170 Cell
eckhardt.christina@yahoo.com“Your trusted local agent”

YOUR LOCAL TAX PREPARER & BOOKKEEPER2911 AW Grimes BlvdSte 610

512-985-9122

 2705 Donna Dr
512-270-0214

 1614 Williams Drive
512-931-1040

222

807 Carlos Parker Blvd NWTaylor, TX512.352.5909 Locally owned and operatedwww.taylorprovidencefuneralhome.com
taylorfh@taylorprovidencefuneralhome.com

A Caring Community Funeral Home

Providence

Mortgage Loan Officer #500148 
 Email: steven.kovar@cnbt.bank

Long Term Mortgages 
Long Term Mortgages Now Available

Now AvailableContact Steven Kovar
Contact Steven Kovar512-671-2232

512-671-2232

Family owned and serving Taylor for 123 years

www.cnbt.bank • PO Box 1099 Taylor, TX 76574 • 512.352.2265 • 800.848.8472

1804 N. MAiN TAYLOR ( NEXT TO SONiC)
MON-SAT 8-6 (512) 352-3400

STRICKLAND BROTHERS 10 MINUTE OiL
CHANGE OF TAYLOR• AUTO OiL CHANGES• DiFFERENTiAL SERViCE

• BATTERiES• DiESEL OiL AND FUEL FiLTERS

Schmidt Insurance Agency
A hometown tradition of honesty & trust

Located in Historic Downtown Hutto

115-A East Street | PO Box 30 | Hutto, TX 78634

P: 512-759-3277 | F: 512-759-2830drschmidt@earthlink.net 
www.schmidtinsuagency.comDennis and Rosemary Schmidt

(512) 365-3614 
Fax: (512) 352-9211

Terry Tschoerner 
Richard Rumley

Owner 

Manager

TERRY’S BODY SHOP, INC.
1508 W. 2nd • Taylor, Texas 76574

TBS1508@austin.rr.com

TOMMY TALLEY 
TOMMY TALLEY ROOFINGROOFING

A name that stands for Quality and Integrity
Locally Owned 

& Operated

Serving Taylor and Surrounding 
Communities for Over 35 Years512-844-8883 Cell

THREE DAY FORECAST 
Precip Low HiSUN 40% 34° 41°MON 100% 52° 64°TUE 100% 50° 64°Find up to date weather forecasts at TaylorPress.net

Taylor loses broadcast legend

Missed our last e-edition issue? Head to 
page 12 to catch up on its highlights.

See RYDELL • page 2

HUNTER DWORACZYK
hunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.netTaylor will have to find a 

new leader for the first time 
in seven years. Mayor Brandt Rydell, 

who has been a member of 
the Taylor City Council since 2012 and the mayor since 2017, will not see his name listed on the ballot this coming May, he announced on Facebook 

Saturday, Jan. 13.“After 12 years, I’m ready 
to redirect my attentions and 
energies,” Rydell said in his 
Facebook post. “I will not 
be seeking re-election to the 
council.”

Rydell represents District 3 
and was elected for four con-
secutive terms.Rydell graduated from 

Taylor High School in 1989. 
He then earned degrees in 
English and history from the 
University of Arkansas and 
received his law degree from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

Before being elected to city 

Rydell not seeking re-election

OBITUARIESLaverne Fay HaagAllyne Edna Marx JohleShirley Ann Heselmeyer VolekRoger Lonnie Walther

See JACKSON • page 11

Former Taylor High School cheerleader Carolyn “Tutta” Jackson leads the Taylor Locomotion 

cheer at a Homecoming Hall of Fame luncheon.

Photo by Tim Crow

The Hippos picked up a big district win 
against Midway this week. Go to page 6 to 

read our recap.

Hutto Independent School District is recon-
sidering the academic calendar it passed. 

Read all about it online on our website.

STAFF REPORTSnews@taylorpress.netHopeful residents now 
can submit their names for a 
place on the May 4 general 
election ballot.The first day city council 

and school district board can-
didates could begin was Jan. 
17. The last day to submit 
candidate forms is Feb. 16 by 
5 p.m.

Taylor Independent School 
District board of trustees has 
two members whose seats 
are expiring, Anita Volek and 
Marilyn Tennill.Seats for the general elec-

tion for Taylor City Council 
are District 2, currently held 
by Mitch Drummond, and 
District 3, currently held by 

Candidate filing open

See FILING • page 2

EDIE ZUVANICHSpecial to the PressFreezing weather didn’t affect the warm welcome Taylor busi-ness people gave Chet Garner, writer and host 
of The Daytripper travel 
show. Garner was the keynote speaker for the 

Greater Taylor Chamber of 
Commerce 2024 Chamber 
and Community Awards 
Banquet Tuesday.“It’s just a cool oppor-

tunity to come back into a 
city that I love and hope-
fully bring a couple words 
of encouragement. Taylor 
is going through a cru-cible. It’s been a certain 

thing for generations now 
and change is a-coming, 
but everything that is so 
special about Taylor, I have all faith that that’s 

going to continue,” Garner 
said.

More than 400 people 

attended the sold-out  event, the largest audi-ence to date, Executive Director Tia Rae Stone said. She recalled that in 
2017 there were only 132 
participants.“This is my favorite event of the year. I get to 

see all the great business-
es, old and new. I know at 
least somebody at every 
table,” Stone said.Two members of the clergy took home top honors as Pastor George 

Qualley received the Rotary Outstanding Citizen of the Year, and The Rev. Terry Pierce was named Taylor Area Businesswomen Outstanding Woman of the Year. “This year is the year of 
the pastor,” Stone said. 

Local businesses honored at banquet

A day trip to success

Daytripper Chet Garner talks about the great value that Taylor has, and how the current residents are helping to write the 

story of Taylor’s future.

Photos by Jason Hennington

Rydell

HUNTER DWORACZYKhunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net
A local member of the 

clergy took home the 2023 Citizen of the Year 
award. 

Pastor George Qualley won the honor 

Pastor praised as top citizen

Pastor George Qualley (left) accepts 
the Rotary Citizen of the Year award 

from Ryan Stiba for his work in the 
community. 

See CITIZEN • page 2

See BANQUET • page 2

The Rev. Terry Pierce (left) accepts the Taylor Area 

Businesswomen Outstanding Woman of the Year award 

from TAB member Regina Jo Carlson.

HUNTER DWORACZYK
hunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

A church leader was named as the 2023 

Outstanding Woman of the Year this week.

The Taylor Area Business Women gave 

Reverend Terry Pierce the distinction during 

the Greater Taylor Chamber of Commerce 

awards banquet Tuesday, Jan. 16 at the 

Williamson County Expo Center.

Reverend gets top award

See PIERCE • page 2
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Who is the best of the best? Find out in our 

special Reader’s Choice section in today’s 

issue.

HUNTER DWORACZYK
hunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net

Taylor Police Department 

is actively investigating a hit-

and-run incident that took 

place last weekend.
A pedestrian was struck by 

a pickup truck Saturday, Dec. 

23 in front of the McDonald’s 

at 2500 N Main St, Taylor 

PD said. The vehicle fled the 

scene.
Commander Joseph 

Branson said the pedestrian 

was left with “serious bodily 

injuries” that are not believed 

to be life-threatening. 
There is a primary suspect 

in the case, he said. The vehi-

cle believed to be the same 

pickup truck involved in the 

incident was impounded as 

evidence.The suspect is not believed 

by police to have been driv-

ing while under the influence 

at the time of the hit-and-

run.
The case is being reviewed 

by the Williamson County 

District Attorney’s Office and 

an arrest could be made as 

soon as early next week.

Taylor PD investigating pedestrian hit-and-run

OBITUARIESTilmon Barnett IIIEvelyn June DubecEdward Alvin LantzschAbel Robles Jr.

TRAVIS E. POLINGSpecial to the Press
Samsung Austin 

Semiconductor is expected to 

delay mass production at its 

Taylor advanced chip manufac-

turing foundry until 2025, but 

will be partially operational by 

the end of 2024, according to 

reports from a South Korean 

news outlet.The local division of the 

Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd. 

is well underway on the $17 

billion construction project 

in Taylor that will eventually 

employ nearly 2,000 people 

and is drawing suppliers to the 

area who will hire thousands 

more workers.The news, first reported by 

Korean business newspaper 

Seoul Economic Daily, came 

from a recent speech given by 

Samsung Electronics President 

Siyoung Choi at an industry 

event in San Francisco.
It is unclear why the time-

Report: Samsung pushes mass production to 2025

See SAMSUNG • page 12

Local sports teams had plenty of memo-

rable moments in 2023. Read about them 

on page 5 and 6.

The Taylor Press office will be closed 

Monday, Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day.

FOLLOW US

HUNTER DWORACZYK
hunter.dworaczyk@taylorpress.net
The year’s end serves 

as a chance to reflect on 

the  365 days that have 
passed. The Taylor Press revisits 

2023 in its annual year in 

review issue. This paper 
will touch on some of the 

biggest storylines in news 

and sports from this year.
The local newspa-

per has reported on a 
lot of news in the past 

12 months, including 
packed city meetings, 

tough weather conditions 

and joyous community 
moments.While every story print-

ed could not fit into the 
pages, several top head-

lines that affected many 

residents for months on 
end are represented.

Enjoy the highlights 
spread throughout the 

issue from the past year as 

the Taylor Press prepares 

to embrace what 2024 has 

to offer.See more stories and 
photos from 2023 through-

out this edition.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Looking back at the year 2023

Naomi Pasemann Elementary librarian Julie Snyder is con-

gratulated by TEE Foundation Executive Director Anita Volek 

and NPE Principal Cynthia Proctor as TEE Foundation board 

members and THS cheerleaders join the celebration. 
Photo by Tim Crow

Thrall junior Katelyn Aderhold was named the 2023-2034 

Taylor Rodeo Queen by the Taylor Rodeo Association. The 

rodeo took place from July 13 to July 15 and was held in the 

Williamson County Expo Center. 
Photo courtesy of Taylor Rodeo Association

Diana Phillips laughs during Ed Komandosky’s speech during 

Greater Taylor Foundation’s ribbon cutting ceremony June 

26. Komandosky donated $1 million to the nonprofit and has 

served on Taylor committees for more than 40 years.Photo by Hunter Dworaczyk

Rachael Westerman, Taylor Chamber of Commerce’s mem-

bership and operations director, speaks to Unisem vendors 

during East Wilco Business Expo Sept. 9. Unisem is a global 

provider of semiconductor assembly and test services. Photo by Hunter Dworaczyk

This past year was 
chock-full of stories in the 

Taylor area. While there 

were many memorable 
moments covered in over 

100 Taylor Press issues 
this year, the newspaper 

has highlighted some 
articles that stick out from 

the rest.
Feb. 5 - Devastated 

community unites to 
helpAs the city woke up 

Feb. 2 to the aftermath 
of the worst ice storm to 

hit the region since 2007, 

there was a scene of utter 

devastation. The storm 
that came to be known as 

How much members of the Taylor City 

Council should be paid for their roles 

sparked outrage and debate during the lat-

ter months of 2023. The Council’s ordinance 

passed in the summer, but events are still 

unfolding as the new year begins.
Compensation committee 

recommends pay increase

At the July 5 compensation committee 

meeting, members voted to recommend a 

pay increase from $25 to $250 per month 

for all council members.

BIG STORIES OF 2023

COUNCIL PAY TALK OF TOWN

The Taylor Press took home 11 awards during the 2022 Better Newspaper 

Contest Awards Banquet at Kalahari Resorts in Round Rock from the Texas Press 

Association. 

Photo by Nicole Lessin

Gary Gola, a citizen speaker who was against the ordi-

nance, holds a sign that says “$214 per hour.”
Screenshot from Aug. 17 Taylor City Council meeting

See STORIES • page 2

See COUNCIL • page 11

Samsung has been an 
amazing partner and has 

always delivered on its promises.”
- Williamson County Judge Bill Gravell and 

Taylor Mayor Brandt Rydell

“
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2025 CAMPAIGN OPTIONS
& ADVERTISING RATES

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
STANDARD SIZING & RATES

Our newspaper provides targeted delivery for your marketing 
message in the Taylor and surrounding areas and into rural 
East Williamson County. .
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E-EDITION HIGHLIGHTS

Here is a recap of 

what was featured in 

the Wednesday, Jan. 17, 

e-edition of the Taylor 

Press. The e-edition is 

emailed to subscribers 

and available at www.

taylorpress.net.

ADJUSTED MLK PROGRAM HELD 

AT CITY HALL 

Taylor residents made 

sure what would have 

been the 95th birthday 

of a famous civil rights 

leader was celebrated, 

regardless of cold weath-

er. 
While the marching 

aspect was canceled due 

to freezing temperatures, 

organizers held part of 

the 19th annual Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day 

march and celebration at 

Taylor City Hall Monday, 

Jan. 15. 
About 85 people 

attended the program, 

including trustees from 

the Taylor and Rockdale 

Independent School 

District, city officials, 

the Taylor ISD super-

intendent and elected 

officials. 
Organizers concluded 

their program by saying 

their first meeting for 

the MLK Day Celebration 

Committee will be Feb. 

20 at Taylor City Hall. 

A broadcast of the 

full program was live 

streamed on the Taylor 

Press Facebook page.  

HUTTO ON HOOK FOR $7.5M

IN RACISM LAWSUIT 

HUTTO – In what may 

be the closing chapter 

of the Odis Jones versus 

the city of Hutto lawsuit, 

United States Magistrate 

Judge Mark Lane has 

ruled on the city’s 
appeals and the amount 

owed to Jones has been 

reduced from its original 

$12.5 million.  
The $5 million reduc-

tion in damages was 

attributed mainly to 

limits on awards rather 

than the facts presented 

in the discrimination 

and retaliation case. The 

judge appeared less than 

impressed by Hutto’s 

legal arguments. 
The case was tried in 

the United States District 

Court for the Western 

District of Texas – Austin 

Division. Trial began Feb. 

27, 2023, and at the end 

of the one week, the jury 

awarded Jones the sum 

of $8 million in damages 

for his racial discrimi-

nation claim and $4.5 

million for his breach 

of contract. The city 

filed multiple motions to 

appeal the judgement. 

While the judge dis-

missed some of Hutto’s 

grounds for appeal – “A 

brief submitted seven 

months after trial was 

not the proper vehicle to 

argue for how the jury 

should interpret con-

flicting evidence or to 

take issue with the jury 

instruction,” he wrote 

– he found two points 

that affected the award 

amount. 
One was the potential 

of the two awards consti-

tuting a “double recovery.” 

Lane states that based on 

that risk, Jones is willing 

to remit his $4.5 million 

contract claim damages 

award. Lane also ordered 

Jones to remit another 

$500,000 because his 

claim did not correctly 

itemize qualified legal 

expenses.  
The judge gave Jones 

until Jan. 26 to agree to 

the reduction of award, 

and upon that accom-

plishment Lane said, 

“the court will deny the 

motion for new trial 

without condition.” 

RETIREMENT RECEPTION

Williamson County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Matt Kreidel retired from duty in a celebratory fashion with a ceremony 

Wednesday, Jan. 17. The event was held at the headquarters in Georgetown and just under 100 people attended, 

according to Sheriff’s Office officials. Photo courtesy of Gracie Perez

670 W Front Street

Hutto, Texas 78634

512-642-3164

OIL CHANGES • STATE INSPECTIONS • 

BRAKES

 ADDITIONAL SERVICES INCLUDE:

Fuel Filters, Air Filters, Cabin Air Filters, Tire Repair  

With

Hutto Fast Lube 
& Tire Center

Monday - Friday
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m. to noon

Locally owned

WE HELP SUPPORT HUTTO ISD SCHOOLS.

*Minimum $200 Purchase
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*Excludes Bullion
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603 Mallard Lane | Taylor, TX 76574
512-244-1991

2120 Round Rock Ave | Round Rock, TX 78681
512.244.1991

DDrr..  JJaassoonn  SSttoonnee  

OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Thurs   7:30 am - 4:30 pm

Friday    7:30 am - 4:00  pm
DDrr..  OOlliivveerr  FFiisscchheerr  

ELDER’S
Paint Contracting
Residential Interior & Exterior

Re� nish Deck
& Pressure Washing

512-563-9063
billie_elder@yahoo.com

JHJJDennis Schmidt
Realtor®
Offi ce (512) 759-2604
Fax(512) 759-2830
Cell (512) 922-8293
Residential & Commercial
drschmidt@earthlink.net            115-A East Street | P.O. Box 30 | Hutto, TX 78634

Dennis Schmidt
Realtor®
O�ice (512) 759-2604
Fax(512) 759-2830
Cell (512) 922-8293
Residential & Commercial
drschmidt@earthlink.net 115-A East Street | P.O. Box 30 | Hutto, TX 78634

512-365-1979
www.nancohomes.com

Wee Maakkee Yoouurr Drreeaamm HHoommee AA RReeaalliittyy
BUILDING QUALITY HOMES AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Since 1998

Build on Your Lot or Ours | Custom Homes
Remodels & Additions

Timmy & Nancy Talley, Owners

N���� H����, I��.

Taylor, Texas
512-352-3687

TOMMY TALLEY
ROOFING & HOUSE LEVELING

A Name that stands for Quality and Integrity

Proudly providing Taylor and surrounding 
communities with caring customer service

for more than three decades.

512-844-8883 Mobile512-844-8883 Mobile

SERVING CUSTOMERS
SINCE 1986!

Give us a call!
512-365-6627

           Or scan

R E A LT O R

C O N S T R U C T I O N R O O F I N G

M O B I L E  D J

C U S T O M  H O M E S A D V E R T I S E

O P H T H A L M O L O G I S T

R O O F I N G

PA I N T I N G

- Financing Available -

Discover just how easy remodeling can be with our
Exceptional Design, Service & Craftsmanship!

604 East Lake Drive
Taylor, TX. 76574

Craig & Tammy Eulenfeld
www.eulenfeldinc.net

512-365-7174
512-352-8314

CALL 512-352-8535
OR TAYLORPRESS.NET

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS 

CALL 512-352-8535
OR TAYLORPRESS.NET

A D V E R T I S E

_____Taylor ______

A NEIGHBORHOOD FULL OF FRIENDS - REFERENCES
A CALENDAR FULL OF FALL EVENTS
NEW PLACES TO LIVEARE COMING
THE RETURN OFST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL

FALL SPORTS 
PREVIEWS

Football, Volleyball
Cross Country
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ALSO INSIDE

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS EDITION 

ASK US ABOUT OUR OTHER 
SPECIAL PROMOS

 		  COLS.X	 TOTAL	 DESIGN 

 SIZE	 NAME	 INCHES	 INCHES	 SPECS

 2X2	 STANDARD	 2X2	 4	 3.22”X2”

 2X3	 STANDARD	 2X3	 6	 3.22’X3”

 2X5	 STANDARD	 2X5	 10	 3.22”X5”

 3X5	 EIGHTH	 3X5	 15	 4.91”X5”

 VERTICAL QUARTER	 V. QUARTER	 3X10.5	 31.5	 4.91”X10.5”

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER	 H. QUARTER	 6X5.25	 31.5	 10”X5.25”

 VERTICAL HALF 	 V. HALF	 3X21	 63	 4.91”X21”

 HORIZONTAL HALF	 H. HALF	 6X10.5	 63	 10”X10.5”

 FULL	 FULL	 6X21	 126	 10”X21”



ADVERTISING INFORMATION: XXXXXX

CALL TODAY • 512.352.8535
A PUBLICATION OF

       TAYLORPress

COLS.X	 TOTAL	 DESIGN 

 SIZE	 NAME	 INCHES	 INCHES	 SPECS

 2X2	 STANDARD	 2X2	 4	 3.22”X2”

 2X3	 MARKETPLACE	 2X3	 6	 3.22’X3”

 2X5	 INDEX CARD	 2X5	 10	 3.22”X5”

 3X5	 EIGHTH	 3X5	 15	 4.91”X5”

 VERTICAL QUARTER	 V. QUARTER 3X10.5	 31.5	 4.91”X10.5”

 HORIZONTAL QUARTER	 H. QUARTER 6X5.25	 31.5	 10”X5.25”

 VERTICAL HALF V. HALF 3X21	 63	 4.91”X21”

 HORIZONTAL HALF	 H. HALF 6X10.5	 63	 10”X10.5”

 FULL	 FULL	 6X2	 126	 10”X2 ”

Full Page

H Half Page

H Quarter Page

2x2 2x3

V Half Page

V Quarter Page

Eighth Page

2x5

CAMERA-READY SPECS

PDF format with fonts embedded, produced to correct dimensions for purchased size.
Art must be 300 dpi.
All color ads must be CMYK.

DISPLAY AD MECHANICALS

Ad design is included in the purchase of your advertising.  Let us
help you market your business.

CAMERA READY ADS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
24 HOURS PRIOR TO 

PRESS DEADLINE

670 W Front Street
Hutto, Texas 78634

512-846-2382

OIL CHANGES • STATE INSPECTIONS • BRAKES
 ADDITIONAL SERVICES INCLUDE:

Fuel Filters, Air Filters, Cabin Air Filters, Tire Repair 
and Replacement, UHaul Rentals

With

Hutto Fast Lube
& Tire Center

Monday - Friday
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m. to noon

Locally owned

WE HELP SUPPORT HUTTO ISD SCHOOLS.*Minimum $200 Purchase
Required

*Excludes Bullion

FEEDFEED- - Animals Large and SmallAnimals Large and Small
SEEDSEED-  -  Gardens to Row CropsGardens to Row Crops
FERTILIZERFERTILIZER-- Yards to Farms Yards to Farms
CRITTER CONTROLCRITTER CONTROL- - Ants to RatsAnts to Rats

504 E. MLK Jr. Blvd. • Taylor • 512-352-6343504 E. MLK Jr. Blvd. • Taylor • 512-352-6343

Williamson County GrainWilliamson County GrainFarm and Ranch HeadquartersFarm and Ranch Headquarters
Helping Taylor Grow Since 1975!Helping Taylor Grow Since 1975!

From the Weekend Gardener to the Full Time Farmer
From the Weekend Gardener to the Full Time Farmer

Schmidt Insurance AgencyA hometown tradition of honesty & trust
Located in Historic Downtown Hutto115-A East Street | PO Box 30 | Hutto, TX 78634P: 512-759-3277 | F: 512-759-2830

drschmidt@earthlink.net 
www.schmidtinsuagency.com

Schmidt
Insurance Agency

A hometown tradition of honesty & trust
Located in Historic Downtown Hutto115-A East Street | PO Box 30 | Hutto, TX 78634P: 512-759-3277 | F: 512-759-2830

drschmidt@earthlink.net
www.schmidtinsuagency.comDennis and Rosemary Schmidt



ONLINE/SOCIAL MEDIA

Ad design is included in the purchase of your advertising.  
Let us help you market your business.

WEBSITE ADVERTISING RATES (per month)
HOMEPAGE SLIDESHOW (570 X 262,5 PX)         $150                         

LEADERBOARD (728 X 90 PX)                        $100    

RIGHT COLUMN SIDEBAR (300 X 250 PX)           $65 

SKYSCRAPER (160 X 600 PX)                         $75  

FOOTER (180 X 150 PX)                               $50

FACEBOOK ADVERTISING RATES
POST OR POST SHARE                                    $65

AD BOOST (1080 X 1080 PX) + Boost Minimum of  $50 

(boost budget is flexible)

EMAIL E-Edition ADVERiTISING RATES
 TOP O·F EMAIL LEADERBOARD (728 X 90 PX)     $150

 BOTTOM OF EMAIL LEADERBOARD (728 X 90 PX) $100

 SIDEBARS (300 X 250 PX)                             $75

NEWSPAPER INSERTS

Inserts are a Flat Rate of $400/Run Up To 3,000 Units

CAMERA READY ADS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
24 HOURS PRIOR TO 

PRESS DEADLINE

ADVERTISING INFORMATION: XXXXXX

 CALL TODAY • 512.352.8535
A PUBLICATION OF

       TAYLORPress




